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Paralytic sins forgiven 

Matthew 9:2-8 
2 And they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralytic, 

"Take courage, son; your sins are forgiven."  3 And some of the scribes said to themselves, "This fellow 

blasphemes." 4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, "Why are you thinking evil in your hearts?  5 

"Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Get up, and walk'?  6 "But so that you may 

know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" — then He said to the paralytic, "Get 

up, pick up your bed and go home."  7 And he got up and went home. 8 But when the crowds saw this, 

they were awestruck, and glorified God, who had given such authority to men.  

Mark 2:1-12 

2 When He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that He was at home. 2 

And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, not even near the door; and He 

was speaking the word to them. 3 And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four men. 4 

Being unable to get to Him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above Him; and when they 

had dug an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was lying. 5 And Jesus seeing their 

faith said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven."  6 But some of the scribes were sitting there and 

reasoning in their hearts, 7 "Why does this man speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive 

sins but God alone?" 8 Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way within 

themselves, said to them, "Why are you reasoning about these things in your hearts?  9 "Which is 

easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven'; or to say, 'Get up, and pick up your pallet and 

walk'?  10 "But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" — He 

said to the paralytic, 11 "I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go home."  12 And he got up and 

immediately picked up the pallet and went out in the sight of everyone, so that they were all amazed 

and were glorifying God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this."  

• Do we strive to know someone or let our internal feelings rule the relationship.   

• Do we make the actions of others fit our ideas or try to understand their position?   

 

John 6:42 They were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?  

How does He now say, 'I have come down out of heaven'?"  

• Do we strive to know the individual or let the reputation of others define them.   

 

Healing the Withered Hand 

Luke 6:6-11 
6 On another Sabbath He entered the synagogue and was teaching; and there was a man there whose 

right hand was withered. 7 The scribes and the Pharisees were watching Him closely to see if He 

healed on the Sabbath, so that they might find reason to accuse Him. 8 But He knew what they were 

thinking, and He said to the man with the withered hand, "Get up and come forward!" And he got up 

and came forward. 9 And Jesus said to them, "I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the 

Sabbath, to save a life or to destroy it?"  10 After looking around at them all, He said to him, "Stretch out 

your hand!" And he did so; and his hand was restored. 11 But they themselves were filled with rage, and 

discussed together what they might do to Jesus.   

• Do we learn from meeting others or do we maintain our prejudices?   

 

Matthew 21:23-27 
23 When He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to Him while He 

was teaching, and said, "By what authority are You doing these things, and who gave You this 

authority?" 24 Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I will also tell you 

by what authority I do these things.  25 "The baptism of John was from what source, from heaven or 

from men?" And they began reasoning among themselves, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,' He will 

say to us, 'Then why did you not believe him?' 26 "But if we say, 'From men,' we fear the people; for they 
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all regard John as a prophet." 27 And answering Jesus, they said, "We do not know." He also said to 

them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.  

• Do we allow people to define themselves or assign preconceived characteristics to them?   

 

 

Revelation 2:23 'And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I  

am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 

• Do we put effort into understanding others?   

 

Matthew 7:20 "So then, you will know them by their fruits.  

• Do you analyze the deeds of others by the standard of the word?   

 

James 2:2-4 
2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there 

also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, 3 and you pay special attention to the one who is 

wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, 

"You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool," 4 have you not made distinctions among 

yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?   

• Do we judge people by worldly standards with evil motives?   


